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Institute poll focuses on Illinois budget, ethics reform
Registered Illinois voters favor strong 

and sweeping reforms to state ethics laws, 
according to a poll released this fall by the Paul 
Simon Public Policy Institute.

They are less certain what to do about the 
state’s budget crisis. Respondents said they 
favor budget cuts over tax increases but have a 
hard time specifying just where to make trims. 

A majority (56.5 percent) of Illinoisans 
polled thought the state’s budget problems could 
be solved by cutting waste and inefficiency in 
government. Roughly one in ten (9.5 percent) 
said they thought only a revenue increase could 
fix the state’s budget problems. Another quarter 
(27.3%) said a combination of budget cuts and 
tax increases would be needed to solve the 
budget problem. 

But when asked a series of questions 
about what should be cut, respondents were 

hard-pressed to point to anything specific. 
There are 84.4 percent who oppose cuts to 
K-12 education; 61.4 percent oppose cuts to 
higher education; 79.8 percent oppose cuts to 
state police or prison operations; 63 percent 
don’t want to cut spending on state parks or 
environmental projects.

Registered voters were much clearer about 
ethics and political reforms in the state.

*Nearly two-thirds (65.4%) said they 
favored a proposal that has been a sticking point 
for campaign finance reform in Springfield: 
to limit the amount of campaign money that 
party leaders can redistribute to candidates in 
legislative races.

*More than three-fourths support imposing 
legislative leadership term limits.

*More than seven in ten (72.4%) favored a 
proposal to amend the state constitution to allow 

recall elections of all statewide officeholders, 
up from 65.4% in the 2008 Simon Institute 
survey.

*Fewer than one in five voters surveyed said 
they approved of Illinois’ current redistricting 
process, in which partisan stalemates over 
competing redistricting maps are settled 
essentially by a coin flip. 

*By a margin of more than five to one, 
survey respondents said political reform should 
come about as a result of a public vote (64.8%) 
rather than through legislative action (12.5%).

“Support for reform is strong, and it 
appears—at least in the one reform question 
that was repeated from last year’s survey—that 
it is growing,” said Dr. Charles Leonard, the 
Institute’s visiting political science professor 
who supervised the poll. All the polling data is 
available on the institute’s website.

DeJuan Kea (SIUC ’06), served as the first speaker for the Institute’s new “Pizza and Politics” sessions 
that bring students interested in careers in government, public policy and politics together with 
professionals in those and related fields.  Kea is the government relations director for the Illinois 
Principals Association. Opportunities such as this will be provided throughout the school year and 
may be held anytime of the day. Morning sessions are dubbed “Panera and Politics” while afternoon 
and evening meetings will serve pizza. The sessions are free to students and funded in part by the 
university’s Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs.   

Journalist David Yepsen 
named new director

Long-time political reporter and columnist 
David Yepsen was selected as the Institute’s 
third director.

Yepsen, who had been with the Des Moines 
Register since 1974, assumed the role on April 1. 
He succeeds Mike Lawrence, who retired in 
November 2008.

Before coming to the Institute, Yepsen was best 
known for his coverage of the past nine Iowa 
presidential caucuses for the Register.

“Every four years the chief political reporter 
for the Des Moines Register becomes the most important reporter in the nation,” Paul 
Simon wrote in his 1988 book Winners and Losers. “To his credit, David Yepsen handled 
this position with sensitivity and balance, and he worked hard.”

Yepsen was a 1989 fellow at the Shorenstein Center on the Press, Politics and Public 
Policy at Harvard University. He was a fellow at Harvard’s Institute of Politics in 2008.

He was a regular panelist on Iowa Public Television as well as many national news 
outlets. He is a graduate of the University of Iowa and holds an MPA from Drake 
University.

Kea Kicks-Off “Pizza and Politics” 

Watch “Talking Politics” featuring institute staff during the 10 p.m. Sunday newscasts on  
WSIL-TV. You can also visit www.paulsimoninstitute.org for this and other news coverage.
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A Message from David YepsenA Message from David Yepsen
Dear Friends: 

The Paul Simon Public Policy Institute had 
a successful 2009 and the 2010 agenda is an 
ambitious one, despite the budget uncertainties 
we all face these days.

After a 35-year career as a journalist in 
Iowa, it was great to assume the directorship 
of Paul’s “living legacy” in April, succeeding 
Mike Lawrence who retired. The entire 
Southern Illinois University community has 
been wonderful helping me adjust to life here. 
(That includes teaching me how to pronounce 
the names of towns like Vienna and Cairo.)

As we look at the problems facing Illinois and 
the country, it seems like the work of the Institute 
in the fields of politics, youth development, 
ethics and education is needed more than ever. 
Some of our 2009 accomplishments and plans 
for 2010 are highlighted below.

Ethics and Politics. The ethical climate in 
Illinois politics is so bad it’s the subject of late 
night TV humor.  Illinois’ process for drawing 
legislative and congressional districts results in 
legislators picking their constituents instead of 
the other way around. During 2009, we hosted 
a three-hour public hearing of the Illinois 
Senate to discuss redistricting ideas and the 
Institute’s proposed redistricting plan devised 
during Mike’s tenure. 

We also polled on the subject and found 
registered voters in the state favor a less 
partisan process. They are also prepared to vote 
for reforms themselves, through the initiative 
process. 

Speakers. Part of our work is bringing 
key leaders and academics to campus. We 
hosted Senate President John Cullerton and 
Senate Minority Leader Christine Radogno; 
Dr. Cornel West from Princeton University; 
Harvard political scientist Tom Patterson; 
SUNY political scientist Stephen Wasby and 
former U.S. Senate historian Richard Baker.

Politics and Youth Development. We 
spend a lot of time helping students develop 
their leadership skills. I’ve started a popular 
“pizza and politics” session that lets students 
interested in political or public service careers 
meet people already in the field to pick up tips 
on how to prepare for a life “in the arena.”

We also hosted our annual “Youth 

Government Day” for high school students from 
around Illinois at the state capitol in Springfield. 
They had the opportunity to visit legislative 
chambers and hearing rooms, meet with 
legislators and hear about various government-
related careers from current practioners. 
We’re planning a Youth Leadership Day at the 
Institute in January for students from around the 
Carbondale area to hone their leadership skills.

And we sponsored our 7th annual “leadership 
weekend conference” on campus for young 
African-American men from East St. Louis. The 
agenda includes exercises in leadership and team 
work, keynote speeches from leaders in different 
industries, career information and conversations 
with college students about the challenges and 
rewards of higher education. The Top Ladies of 
Distinction organization in the Metro East area 
gave the Institute an award of merit for the work 
we’ve done helping these young men seize new 
opportunities. 

Institute staff partnered with the Barat 
Foundation, local service organizations, 
Community Concepts, Inc., and the Adlai 
Stevenson Center to do a semester-long civic 
engagement project for 15 young men from the 
Metro East. Meeting on consecutive Saturdays, 
the participants talked with local leaders and 
researched grassroots democracy. One goal was 
to teach young people how to take an active role 
in public life and have an impact.

We partnered with the College of 
Engineering, the Department of Aviation Flight 
and Management, and the Department of 
Automotive Technology to develop a curriculum 
for a Summer Transportation Institute for more 
than 50 students from Carbondale and the Metro 
East. One purpose was to introduce the students 
to careers in transportation and engineering 
industries.

Education. Working with the Illinois 
Department of Health Care and Family 
Services, we conducted a survey of college 
graduates with disabilities to identify barriers 
they encountered to employment. 

We also hosted a session for Advance 
Illinois on education funding, the disparities 
in education outcomes in the K-12 populations 
of students, and the need for global 
competitiveness. 

Visiting Faculty. John Jackson, Linda 
Baker, Charles Leonard, and Bill Freivogel are 
at work in the political science and journalism 
classrooms of SIUC. I’m teaching a class on 
political reporting. John also continues to edit 
our series of occasional papers on important 
policy questions known as The Simon Review.

Looking Ahead. We’re posting regular blogs 
and those Simon Review papers. In the coming 
year, we hope to hold conferences on improving 
U.S. relations with Cuba, finding ways to reduce 
the cost of higher education and dealing with the 
growing federal budget deficit.

Finally, despite the tight times, you helped 
us raise more than $35,000 for our operating 
budget and main endowment as well as more 
than $50,000 for an endowment creating a 
scholarship fund in Mike’s honor. (We’re still 
accepting donations for both endeavors, just in 
case you were wondering.)

One of our student employees, Cary Bryant, 
has revamped our website: paulsimoninstitute.
org. It can tell you about all of this and more. I 
think you’ll find it worth your time.

I also hope Paul looks down on our work 
and finds it to his liking. 

EDItOr’S NOtE:
Regular readers of the Institute newsletter will notice 
this version is a bit trimmer than previous editions.  
It’s not a reflection on the quantity or quality of the 
Institute’s work—it’s a matter of budgeting. To learn 
more about what we’re doing, visit us on the web 
and join our Facebook group. You can also sign up 
online for our new e-newsletter.

Issue 17/Winter 2009 Review and Preview is printed for contributors to and friends of the Paul Simon Public Policy Institute at 
Southern Illinois University Carbondale. All photographs by University Communications and Institute staff unless otherwise noted. 
Address: Mail Code 4429, Carbondale, IL 62901
Tel: (618)453-4009 • Fax: (618)453-7800 • E-mail:siuppi@siu.edu •  Web: paulsimoninstitute.org. 
Director: David Yepsen •  Associate Director: Matt Baughman •  Undergraduate Student Newsletter Assistant: Barton Lorimor
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Demuzio interns 
gain experience

Student involvement a strength of the institute
The institute continues to cultivate strong 

relationships with university students to pro-
vide them with outstanding learning opportuni-
ties while serving key roles for the institute. 

Two students are serving in research and 
conference planning roles for the institute. SIU 
Presidential Scholar and Honors Program stu-
dent Lee Stewart, a sophomore from Elkville, 
is earning independent study credit by work-
ing on U.S.-Cuban relations and Carol Bedar, 
a graduate student in higher education from 
Carterville, is earning internship credit as she 

is looking at what can be done about the rising 
costs of higher education. Barton Lorimor, a 
junior in journalism from Carlock, is helping 
the institute’s communications efforts. Institute 
undergraduate student assistant Cary Bryant, 
a senior in media management from Centralia, 
has redesigned the institute’s website and ex-
panded its online content.  

And Austin McCree, a graduate student 
in business administration from Carterville, is 
working on social networking and email com-
munication strategies.  The institute staff relies 

on three other students, Sharnique Bryson, a 
junior from East St. Louis, Abby Wagner, a 
junior from Champaign, Natalie Bohnhoff, a 
freshman from Effingham, for day-to-day of-
fice support.

Additionally, more than a dozen students 
volunteer with the institute through its Student 
Ambassador Program, helping with events and 
special initiatives. Student engagement is a 
hallmark of the institute and we are proud to 
continue working with our students in these 
and other areas.

Institute visiting professor and Demuzio intern program coordinator John Jackson (far left) and Institute director David Yepsen 
(far right) pose with some of the 2009-2010 Demuzio Interns. Pictured in the back row (left to right), Jennifer Ihle, Megan 
Thompson, Brad Bauer, Clayton Black, Heather Walls, Jasmine Walls. Front row (left to right), Travis Eck, Lakeisha Purchase, 
Stephanie Kennedy.  Not pictured: Tyler Allen, Vincent Hardy and Shaka Mitchell. 

The Institute hosted its annual Youth Government Day at the State Capitol in Springfield where hundreds of high school students 
across the state participated, including this group who spent time on the floor of the Illinois Senate. Next year’s event is scheduled for 
Saturday, March 20.  For more information, contact Chris Rich at 618/453-4078 or clrich@siu.edu.

The Vince Demuzio Governmental Intern-
ship Program provides SIUC students with the 
opportunity to gain valuable experience work-
ing in state agencies and other government of-
fices while working toward their undergraduate 
degrees. The internship program strives to make 
public policy an attractive career path and bet-
ter teach students how government works. As 
of the fall of 2009, students were placed in the 
Illinois Attorney General’s Office, the Illinois 
Departments of Employment Security, Human 
Services, and Transportation, the Clyde Choate 
Mental Health and Development Center, and 
SIU’s Dunn-Richmond Economic Development 
Center and Governmental Relations Office.
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Honor roll of Donors,  

January 1, 2008 - June 30, 2009
$100,000 & up
John and Virginia White
Jerome Mileur

$5,000 - $24,999
Brenda and Jim Edgar
Lois and William Herr
Patricia Simon
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

$2,500 - $4,999
Carolyn and Herbert Donow
Carol Kimmel
John D. and Catherine T.  
 MacArthur Foundation
Walgreens

$1,000 - $2,499
AFSCME Illinois Council No. 31
Alfred and Phyllis Balk
Han Lin and Juh Wah Chen
Myron and Patricia Cherry
CIBER, Inc.
Thomas Corpora and  
 Mary Kay Moore
Betty and Donald Darling
Frank Houdek and Susan Tulis
Nancy and John Jackson
Carolyn and Thomas Jefferson
Leota Klingberg
Larry and Rebecca Mayer
Molly and William Norwood
Brooke and John Peoples
Pamela and Philip Pfeffer
Peter and Rebecca Pirmann
Amanda and R.J. Robertson
Lucy A. Sloan

$500 - $999
Patricia Arey
Beth and Robert Arthur
Robert Beck
Berkley and Elinor Bedell
Chicago Community Foundation
David Christensen
Oliver and Corenna Cummings
John and Monica Geocaris
Samuel Goldman
Esther Jane and Taffie Helleny
Barbara and Raymond Jacobsen
Barbara and E. Dan Kimmel
Paul and Joanne Krell
Barbara Lesar
Barbara and Morton Levine
Dawn Clark Netsch
Robert and Jean Pulliam
Susan and Robert Spellman
Howard and Karri Spiegel
Frances Sullivan
Vanguard Charitable  
 Endowment Program
Harry and Susan Wirth
Ira Wolke

$250 - $499
Arrow Electronics, Inc.
Richard Baumgartner
Lieselotte and Merle Betterman
Dorothy and Roger Beyler
Thomas Britton and
 Molly Edwards-Britton
Barbara Burns
Erin and Michael Cabonargi
Nancy and William Chen
Nancy and Greg Cook
Carl Ervin
Kathleen and James Fralish
Eileen and Herbert Franks
Scherrie Giamanco
Patricia and J. Phil Gilbert
Larry Grote
Sally and Robert Harper
Robert and Mary Hays
Alan and Judith Hoffman
Lane and Joseph Hudgins
Dorothy and William Ittner
Perry Knop and Sheila Simon
Regina Kovach and  
 David Steward
Gregory Kupiec
Beverly and Zarrel Lambert
Jeanne and William Leaver
Kimberly Kempf-Leonard and  
 Charles Leonard
Joel Lovelace and  
 Elizabeth Arthur
Alice and Richard Maloney
Clara McClure
William and Gail McGraw
Bozena and John McLees
David and Susan Metz
Naomi and Robert Meyer
Ellis Mitchell
Carolyn and Christian Moe
Edwin and Susan Phillips
Paula Pomerenke
Gayl and Richard Pyatt
Jane Hayes Rader
Nelson Rose
Betty and Stanley Sheinbaum
Ann Marie and  
 Benjamin Shepherd
Blanche Sloan
Carolyn Snyder
Adlai and Nancy Stevenson
Debra and Lee Tayes
Stephen L. Wasby
Olga Weidner
Bonnie and Steve Wheeler
Cathryn Wood
David and Lisa Wood
Harlington Wood

$100-$249
Jane Adrian and Edward Moticka
Elizabeth and Mihran Agbabian
James Alberts
Jean and Michael Alexander
Bruce Appleby
Charlotte and Walter Arnstein
AT&T Foundation
Cheryl and Orlo Austin
Dorothy and John Baker
Rose Bartke
Charles and Margaret Baughman
Wallace Becker
Maudie and William Bell
Mary and Philip Benefiel
Kara and Edward Benyas
Shari and David Biggs
Mark Brittingham and  
 Kathleen Pine
Steven Brown and Marilyn  
 Kulavic-Brown
Carol Burns and Steven Kraft
Richard Burns and 
 Colleen Callahan
Robert Campbell
Larry Carp
Michael and Nancy Carr
Samuel and Joan Casleton
Pamela Chen
Susan and John Clemons
Patrick Coburn
Scott and Lynda Conkel
Bryce and Janet Cramer
Barbara Flynn Currie
Billie Ann Day
Hetty De Leeuwe
Nancy DeMarco
Mary Ellen and Neil Dillard
Dennis and Rose Donham
Jean and Richard Doub
Diana and Larry Douglas
Katherine and Michael Dukakis
Faith and Peter Dunne
Andrew and Janet Earnest
Eleanor Ehrenfreund
Anne Evans
Norma Ewing
Garold and Joyce Faber
Carla and George Feldhamer
Donald Finkelman
Terry and John Foster
Louis and Doris Freitag
Julie and Joel Fritzler
Lorene and Wallace Furrow
J. C. and Carol Garavalia
Lila and Bruce Gardner
Betty Goldiamond
George and Myra Gordon
Leonard and Robin Gross
John and Patricia Guyon
Verna Hannah
Marilyn and Roger Hanson
Nancy Hartman and Fred Moehle
Franklin Hartzell

Gerald and Ruth Hawkins
Patricia Haynes
John and Lois Hayward
Bonnie and Roy Heidinger
Burnell Heinecke
Edward Helleny
Marian Hohn
Doris and James Holloway
Ruth Horwich
L. K. Hubbard
Lillian Hudgens
Illinois Coal Association
Candis and Fred Isberner
Louis Jackstadt
Dennis and Sharon Johnson
Christopher and Stacey  
 Julian-Fralish
DeJuan Kea
Phillip and Megan Keene
Kiwanis Club of Carbondale
Marvin and Marion Kleinau
Eilene and Paul Kleine
Lois Klingeman
Mary and Robert Klonowski
David and Loretta Koch
Mary Koerner
Lea Ann and Richard Kuehl
Johannes Laursen
Bonnie Levo
Astri Lindberg
Kevin Lister
Charles and Marijane Lusk
Al and Mary Lou Manning
Jeanne and Robert Marks
Janet and Neil Mathis
Michael P. McCuskey
Betty H. McDevitt
Karla and Robert Mees
Herbert and Marianne Michael
Margery Jane Miller
April and Timothy Mitchell
Kelly and Patrick Mitchell
Charles and Mary Russell  
 Muchmore
Robert Murphy
NAACP - Carbondale Branch
Nancy and Richard Neumiller
Joan O’Brien
Mary O’Hara and Tom Redmond
Beatrice Pask
Allan and Linda Patton
Edgar and Phyllis Peara
Lawrence Pettit
Donna and Paul Povse
Alexander and Sofia Pyatetsky
Janice and Robert Radtke
John and Mary Rassias
Cheryl and Larry Reimer
David and Mary Rendleman
Jill Rendleman
Dianne and Jerry Reppert
Jean Rhoades
Diana and Robert Rogier
Catherine and Stanley Roszkowski

Paul Simon Public Policy Institute

Donate securely online at
www.paulsimoninstitute.org



5Cameron and Helen Satterthwaite
Stephen and Katharine Scates
Kathleen Bergan and  
 Lawrence Schmidt
Suzanne Schmitz
Loretta and William Schneider
Deborah and Mark Schwiebert
Gary Shafer
Ilene and Michael Shaw
Barbara and Scott Shearer
Jon and Lynne Shidler
Harriet Simon
Ellen Sinclair
Richard and Mary Skelley
Fred Sloan
Francis Smith
Julie and Alan Sommer
Christa and Hans Spalteholz
Olive Spannaus
State Farm Companies Foundation
Lisa and Stephen Stone
Stephen and Tabitha Stone
Marilyn Straus
Claudia and Michael Svoboda
Kenneth and Marti Swanson
Charlotte Swett
Bert and Bettye Thompson
Gloria and Michael Tison
Joseph and Lynn Tobias
Ryan and Erin Tozer
Natalie and Russell Trimble
Marleis and Robert Trover
Christina and Ukeme Umana
Verizon Foundation
Thomas Villiger
Marion and Rebecca Wagner
J. Richard and Margaret Weaver
Joyce Webb
O. Glenn and Phyllis Webb
Jesse C. White
Wenona Y. Whitfield
Robert Wilcox
Edward Willey
Bernard Wolfe
Elizabeth and Kevin Wright
Lee and Sol Yates

Under $100
Daron and Jill Absher
Helen and Richard Adorjan
Pamela Allen
Bruce Ameismeier
Janis and Peter Andersen
Luella and Maynard Andersen
Eric and Leone Anderson
Rafael Anglada and Olga Figueroa
Jeff Atkinson
Harry Axelrod
Melanie Baise
Beverly and Vernie Barnett

Marion Barry
Kathryn and Steven Belletire
Dora and Robert Bennett
Ronald and Sharon Benton
Herbert and Shirley Beutel
Joyce Blumenshine
Ray Boehmer and  
 Liesel Wildhagen
Beverly Bojanowski
Ross and Vera Boone
Louisa and Stephen Buck
Dorcas and W. W. Bull
William Burnside
Gerald and Cindy Buys
Ann and Gene Callahan
Floyd Cameron
Ann and Mark Carlson
Philip Carrigan and  
 Mary Clare Jakes
James Cather and Lilly Crane
Cynthia Clark
Brian and Terri Cohen
Bruce Cohen
Brad Cole
Clara and Warren Copeland
Theresa Faith Cummings
Paulette Curkin
Betsy and Brooks Davis
Joseph and Phyllis Simon Day
Shirley DeJarnatt
Jean and Keith Delap
Larry and Marlene Dietz
Stephanie and Kirk W. Dillard
John and Ronda Dively
Ann and James Doig
Susan Donaldson
Linda and Russell Dutcher
Dorothy Dwyer
Gene and Shirley Dybvig
Patricia Eckert and  
 Jerome Molumby
Don Ecklund
Catherine Edmiston
Joan Elbert
Margaret Elder
Samuel and Martha Endicott
DuWayne Englert
Richard Erlich
Bernhard and Marilyn Erling
Carl and Mary Ellen Flaks
Robert and Sylvia Frank
Timothy Gebhardt
Irene Geocaris
Elizabeth Gersbacher
Norbert and Karen Goetten
David and Norma Goss
Sarah Gotbaum
Burghilde and Bruno Gruber
Cynthia Gunderson and  
 Ray Johnson

Pamela and Denis Gwaltney
Rudy Haidle
Patricia Hanagan
John Hanley
Alice and Norlan Hanson
Harry and Janet Heifetz
Nancy Heinemeyer
Johnnie Henderson
Vivienne and Donald Hertz
Colleen and Jack Hightower
Daniel and Dorothy Hildebrandt
Howard and Sybil Holtzer
Chad Hoosier
Cherrita Hoosier
George and Margaret Howard
Suzanne and John Howell
Mary and Donald Huber
Ann and Patrick Hughes
Ruth and Vaughn Jaenike
David and Henrietta Jansen
Jesslyn Jobe and Chris Wissmann
Dorothy Jones
Harold W. Kamman
Nicholas and Shirley Karabatsos
Ethel and Harold Katz
Gail and John Kavalunas
John Keith
David Kenney
Joyce and Robert Killian
Young Yun Kim
Carol and Kenneth Kiser
Linda Kolbusz-Kosan
Raymond and Vinette Kopetz
Helen Krainak
Nancy and William Kreeb
Axel Kunzmann
Deborah and John Kurth
Cokie and Harold Lamar
Donovan Larson
Deborah Leavy
Charles and Donna Leming
Eunice and Herbert Lesser
Nola and Carroll Loomis
Jeff and Sandra Lorber
Lawrence Lubertozzi
Wilma Martens
Rosemary and Donald Matthiessen
John and Verna Rees McAteer
Lucy and Robert McBee
Jacqueline McCauley
Patrick McGee
Sarah Metz
Larry and Sharon Meyer
Rita Moss
Carolyn Moyer
Courtland and Mary Lou Munroe
Dorothy and Elliott Murray
National City Bank of Michigan/ 
 Illinois
Sara Nickell

John and Lora Lee Nugent
Sally Nusinson
Linda Odle
Kathleen O’Laughlin and  
 William Sasso
Janet and Ralph Otwell
Pana News-Palladium
Elizabeth and Jack Parker
George and Marjorie Parker
Eugene Parvin and  
 Darline Petersen
Linda and Ronald Peters
Jerre and Nancy Pfaff
Jack and Ruth Pfaffmann
Bernadine and Edward Pillar
Jean Ralph
Robert Riddley
Barbara Rothman
Lynn Ruppert
Karl and Sharon Rysted
Alvin and Helen Sasse
Ann Schmidt
Ellen and Richard Scholz
Myra Secoy
William Seidler
Millie Shaffer
Constance and Michael Shanahan
Diane and George Sheffer
Leonard and Sharon Shepard
Charlene Shields
Jack and Mavis Shook
Robert Simon
George Sisk
Earl and Janet Smith
Larry and Brenda Stonecipher
David and Vera Stuhlbarg
Seena Swibel
Mary Thayer
Diane and Jerry Thomas
Woody and Rita Thorne
Steven Tomaszewski
Albert and Glennette Turner
Katherine and Martin Twenhafel
Kristina Valaitis
Frederic and Karen Vallowe
Janet Waggoner
Willie Watson
Mary Watters
Jean and Robert Weidner
Carol and Gordon White
Olive Whiting
Dolores and William Wieties
Carolyn and Robert Willard
Mary Williams
Lynette and Robert Wolff
Michael York
Rosemary Zwick
Sidney Zwick

Thank you for your continued support!
www.paulsimoninstitute.org

the institute has a number of special initiatives not currently budgeted for that would improve the ability to serve our students. Most of these 
items center around enhancing the institute’s technological capabilities. For instance, to cut costs and to get more people visiting our office, we’re doing 
more events in our building but without sound equipment (need of $2,500). We’d also like to add video conferencing (need of more than $10,000) so that 
we can connect students directly with state and national leaders. And we’d like to obtain our own video recording equipment (estimated need of $4,000) 
so we can add more online content to our website. Your continued donations for these and other initiatives will help us continue improving services for 
our students and the public.  You can make a gift using the enclosed envelope or by visiting us online.
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Notable Speakers Visit Campus Notable Speakers Visit Campus 

ted Sorensen – Sorensen served as special counsel and adviser to President Kennedy. He is widely respected for his role 
as Kennedy’s chief speechwriter. Sorensen began his professional relationship with Kennedy in 1952 and became one of his 
closest advisers and friends. Sorensen visited campus to deliver the Morton-Kenney Public Affairs Lecture. While on campus, 
Sorensen also guest lectured in a political science class and visited an exhibit at the University Museum, “Winners & Losers: The 
Presidential Campaign Memorabilia of Jerome M. Mileur,” which was donated to the Institute. 

Scott Simon – The host of NPR’s news program, Weekend Edition Saturday, visited campus through a partnership 
between the Institute, WSIU and the College of Mass Communications and Media Arts. Simon helped celebrate WSIU’s 
50th anniversary during a special luncheon program and delivered a free public lecture that evening. The Peabody and 
Emmy Award winner also met with students while on campus, including the Virginia Marmaduke Scholars. Marmaduke, 
nicknamed “The Duchess,” was a southern Illinois native who became a trailblazing journalist in the 1940s Chicago. Simon 
is her godson. 

Lisa Madigan – Madigan has served as the Illinois Attorney General since 2003 and visited campus to deliver the Jeanne 
Hurley Simon Lecture. Madigan’s appearance also marked the final speaking engagement presided over by Mike Lawrence 
before retiring as Institute director. Madigan made special mention of Lawrence during her remarks, which centered on her 
story of becoming involved in politics and how she was mentored through that process by Paul and Jeanne Simon. 

Cornel West – West, a professor of religion and the director of the Afro-American Studies Program at Princeton 
University, has been described as “one of America’s most provocative public intellectuals.” His appearance at the university’s 
Shryock Auditorium brought in a standing room only crowd to the 1,200 seat venue. His visit was co-sponsored by the 
Institute and Black History Month Committee, Student Programming Council, Office of the Associate Chancellor (Diversity), 
Undergraduate Student Government, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc., and Iota Phi Theta Fraternity Inc. 

Photo by Lane Chistiansen
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Howard Buffett – A philanthropist, environmentalist, humanitarian and farmer, Buffett visited campus to share 
about his volunteer role with the United Nations as one of its Ambassadors Against Hunger in the World Food Program. 
Buffett told of his personal experiences of traveling throughout and working in Africa to help some of the world’s most 
impoverished people gain access to basic needs – like food and water. Buffett runs his own personal foundation, farms 
land in central Illinois, serves on the Commission on Presidential Debates, is a noted photographer, and also has authored 
several books. 

richard Baker – In his first public speech since retiring as the Historian of the U.S. Senate, Richard Baker shared 
insights he gained throughout his 34-year tenure with the “world’s most exclusive club.” Baker was hired as the first official 
historian in Congress and has since been joined by dozens of other staff members who ensure the proceedings in the U.S. 
Capitol are carefully preserved. During his visit, Baker served as one of the Institute’s “Panera and Politics” speakers with 
students and faculty. Baker’s visit was sponsored by the Morton-Kenney Public Affairs Lecture Series coordinated by the 
Institute and the Department of Political Science. 

Christine radogno – When she was elected the Illinois Senate Minority Leader in 2008, Radogno became the first 
woman to hold one of the top four leadership posts in the General Assembly. She is the highest ranking Republican woman 
in the state and visited campus for the Institute’s John J. White Lecture Series where she discussed current events facing the 
state, talked about the unique challenges facing women in politics and shared her own venture in running for elected office. 
In addition to the public speech, Radogno toured the university’s Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders and was featured at a 
“Panera and Politics” session with students, faculty and local community members.

Other speakers during the last year included 
Illinois Senate President John J. Cullerton 
(shown at the left) as part of the John J. White 
Lecture Series; Joseph A. Saloom, a southern 
Illinois native who has been a U.S. Ambassador and 
who later served as head of the Iraq Reconstruction 
Management Office for the U.S. State Department, 
where he oversaw a $22 billion project; Michael 
Mandelbaum, a leading international affairs 

expert based at The Johns Hopkins University, visited 
campus in partnership with Dr. Max Yen and the 
university’s Materials Technology Center to focus 
on the world’s economic situation and how it could 
impact areas such as opportunities for research and 
the sciences; and Doyle McManus, the then-
Washington D.C. bureau chief for the Los Angeles 
Times, came at the invitation of the Institute and the 
SIU School of Journalism to deliver  his insights on 
the 2008 presidential election.
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The Institute’s finances have been tight, but 
things are poised to start getting better, according 
to Institute associate director Matt Baughman.

“I’m beginning to see that there’s a little light 
at the end of the tunnel,” Baughman said. “But 
we’re not out of the woods yet and the state and 
national economies remain unsteady making 
things still a bit of an unknown.”

Thanks to generous donations to the Insti-
tute’s unrestricted fund over the last several 
months, the  Institute is in a much better position 
than Baughman predicted last spring, he said.

The Institute is in the midst of weathering an 
85% drop in endowment revenues, which were 
exacerbated by a 40% loss in endowment princi-
pal and a 75% reduction in the payout rate.

“We are grateful for those who provide unre-
stricted gifts for current expenses,” said Institute 
director David Yepsen. “But we also know the 
most long-term benefit for the Institute is to in-
vest those dollars in the endowment.”

For more information on making a donation to 
the Institute, visit the website or contact Baugh-
man at (618) 453-4001 or baughman@siu.edu.

Institute’s budget, revenue tight but manageable
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Scholarship established 
to honor Lawrence

Mike Lawrence poses with students he has mentored, including 
Chad Hooiser (’06, MPA’09), Dina Timmons (’06, MPH ’08) 
and Shaka Mitchell (’11), during a fundraising event for a 
scholarship in his honor. He retired as the Institute’s director on 
Nov. 1, 2008. The scholarships will be awarded to students who 
volunteer with the Institute with a preference that at least one 
African American is selected each year. More than $50,000 has 
been contributed to date and funds are still being raised. Use 
the enclosed envelope to make a donation.

Visit paulsimoninstitute.org
to join us on 

In lieu of the costs of a separate fundrais-
ing letter this year, this newsletter doubles as 
our annual appeal for a year-end gift from our 
friends.  We are grateful for the tremendous 
support already shown this year but continue 
to have needs and some uncertainty about the 
future of the institute’s budget.  Private giving 
has been and always will be critical to the In-

stitute’s ability to fulfill its mission.  We hope 
items in this newsletter provide you the assur-
ance that Paul Simon’s legacy is continuing to 
make a difference in the lives of those we serve, 
but especially for young people.  Please use the 
enclosed envelope to make a year-end contri-
bution or make a secure online donation at the 
website.

remember the Simon Institute in your year-end giving

Visit the institute online to watch free videos of select events from the past 10 years.

Visit us online to follow our new 
blogs by David Yepsen, John Jack-
son, Linda Baker, Charlie Leonard, 
and Bill Freivogel.


